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Introduction 

St.	Paul	the	Apostle	Orthodox	Church	(St.	Paul’s)	is	dedicated	to	the	health,	safety,	and	well-
being	of	every	parishioner	and	guest	attending	one	of	our	services.		This	COVID-19	Parish	
Reopening	Plan	is	based	on	the	direction	of	the	Holy	Synod,	Diocese	of	the	Midwest,	Federal,	
and	State	of	Ohio	guidelines.		The	Holy	Synod	has	outlined	basic	issues	regarding	the	
reopening	of	churches.		This	plan	contains	specific	actions	to	be	accomplished	by	our	
congregation	which	are	indicated	in	italics.		This	plan	has	been	coordinated	with	St.	Paul’s	
Parish	Council	and	blessed	by	Bishop	Paul,	Bishop	of	Chicago	and	the	Midwest	Diocese.	

General	guideline	in	reading	this	Plan:		Directives	from	the	Holy	Synod	of	Bishops	of	the	
Orthodox	Church	in	America	are	in	normal text	and	the	St.	Paul’s	response	is	in	italics.		This	
applies	to	the	whole	document	except	Appendices	D	–	E	(Center	For	Disease	Control	Guidelines	
and	US	Federal	Guidelines).	

Appendices	A	–	E	were	part	of	the	original	Directives	from	the	Holy	Synod	of	Bishops.		
Appendices	F	–	H	are	specific	to	this	Plan	and	St.	Paul’s.	

1 Preface 

These directives were approved by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in 
America meeting on May 1, 2020. They address the basic issues regarding the re-opening of 
our churches. It should be noted at the outset that they presume only a partial and gradual re-
opening. A complete re-opening of the church buildings for liturgical, educational, and social 
gatherings may not be possible for some time. Even then, the lingering effects of this pandemic 
will be with us. Nevertheless, without a doubt, we long for a full opening of our temples, 
resuming the fullness of parochial life, whenever this might take place. This longing guides us in 
the formulation of these directives. 

2 Preliminary Work 

Prior to, and in conjunction with, the resumption of the liturgical life of our churches, preparatory 
work will have to take place. Above all, pastoral work will have to be done at all levels to help 
the clergy and the faithful work through anxieties and any spiritual issues that have arisen and 
will arise as we emerge from isolation and quarantine. Furthermore, the policies and procedures 
adopted, with the blessing of the bishop, by dioceses, deaneries, and parishes might have to 
begin with small groups, non-Eucharistic services, in order to test St. Paul’s procedures and let 
people become used to them. This interim period would allow Church leadership to gain 
familiarity with the procedures, and see what further issues might arise that need to be 
addressed. 

In	addition	to	the	information	outlined	above,	St.	Paul’s	Parish	Council	is	responsible	for:	
 

A.	 The	purchase	of	Personal	Protection	Equipment	(PPE)	or	facemasks,	hand	sanitizer,	
cleaning	supplies,	sanitizing	wipes,	thermometer,	and	other	required	items	to	respond	
to	the	COVID-19	issues.	

B.	 Scheduling	a	Parish	Clean	Up	Day.	
C.	 Hiring	of	a	professional	company	to	clean	carpets	and	upholstery.	
D.	 Copying	and	posting	information/guidelines	from	the	CDC.	



St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church 
COVID-19 Parish Reopening Plan 

 

2 

E.	 Communicating	guidelines	to	parishioners	and	guests	who	will	be	attending	services.	
F.	 Continued	monitoring	of	Federal	and	State	COVID-19	guidelines.	
G.	 Informing	the	Diocesan	Offices	of	changes	in	COVID-19	activities.	
H.	 Identifying	Choir	Members,	Altar	Servers,	Technician	(Live	Streaming),	

Greeters/Ushers,	and	Safety	Team	members	who	have	been	COVID-19	symptomatic	
free	for	14	days	who	will	assist	during	the	service.	

3 Diocesan Responsibilities 

Under the guidance of the bishop, diocesan administration, deans, and parish clergy must be 
fully aware of the civil directives that are in effect in their locale as well as these present 
directives to make sure that parishes, missions, and all Church institutions strictly observe all 
relevant directives. It should be underscored that the Holy Synod is seeking not only to ensure 
compliance with civil laws, but above all to care for the clergy and faithful, with the goal of the 
resumption of normal Church life. We look forward to this day as a joyous day of great 
celebration when we can all gather together. 

3.1 St. Paul’s Responsibilities 

Parish	clergy	must	be	fully	aware	of	civil	directives	throughout	this	pandemic.		It	will	be	the	
responsibility	of	the	Risk	Management	Committee	to	report	to	the	Parish	Council	
updates/changes	to	Ohio	guidelines	affecting	the	St.	Paul	community.	

4 Stages for Opening the Churches 

The process of re-opening our church temples will be in accord with, and parallel to, the phases 
set forth by the federal government. The model for these directives is taken from US Federal 
Guidelines “Opening Up America Again.” It is understood that similar federal guidelines in 
Canada and Mexico might be substituted in those countries. The church-level stages outlined 
below represent further refinement of the phases enumerated in the Federal Guidelines, and are 
intended to give diocesan bishops greater flexibility regarding how and when to re-open the 
churches. 
 

Federal 
Guidelines 

 Descriptions 

Phase 1 Stage 0 Services are completely suspended; no Divine Services are served 
Phase 1 Stage 1 Sunday liturgy served by limited cohort 
Phase 1 Stage 2 Additional weekly liturgies served by limited cohort 
Phase 1 Stage 3 The Divine Office is offered by a limited cohort 
Phase 2 Stage 4 Adding parishioners to liturgical cohort according to limits set by civil 

directives; Allowance for Baptism, Reception of Converts, in person 
Confession, Marriages, with strict limits on attendance 

Phase 2 Stage 5 Allowance for in person meetings:  Parish Council, Coffee Fellowship 
according to limits set by civil decrees.  Allowance for Baptisms, 
Reception of Converts, in person Confession, Marriages, with slight 
loosening of limits on attendance. 
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Federal 
Guidelines 

 Descriptions 

Phase 2 Stage 6 Careful increase of the number of parishioners to liturgical 
cohort according to limits set by civil directives.  Allowance for 
Baptisms, Reception of Converts, in person Confession, Marriages, 
with equivalent loosening for limits on attendance. 

Phase 3 Stage 7 Continued increase of activity that leads to full re-opening. 

5 Key points to remember with reference to the guidelines above 

A. The above chart is a guide for the bishop, in collaboration with his diocesan and parish 
leadership, to determine at what stage churches are currently, and under which 
conditions they may move to the next stage. 

B. When parishes begin deliberately to resume liturgical life according to these stages, they 
must follow in every way the civil decrees and be ever mindful of the safety and health of 
the clergy, the faithful, and the local community.  

The	Risk	Management	Committee	will	be	responsible	for	reporting	updates	to	the	
Parish	Council	on	the	State	of	Ohio	guidelines	for	reopening.		Parish	Council	will	be	
responsible	for	updating	the	Diocesan	Office.	

C. There is no expectation for any parish to be at a particular stage at any particular time. In 
fact, diocesan bishops may need to suspend services (that is, revert to an earlier stage) 
if the situation within the communities or regions of their dioceses or in the nation 
deteriorates, and, in response, the government issues new decrees. 

The	Risk	Management	Committee	will	be	responsible	for	reporting	updates	to	the	
Parish	Council	on	the	State	of	Ohio	guidelines	for	reopening.		Parish	Council	will	be	
responsible	for	updating	the	Diocesan	Office.	

D. The Federal Guidelines mandate that personnel involved in the re-opening must be free 
of any COVID-19 or general influenza symptoms for 14 days. Likewise, the local 
geographical area must be on a 14-day downward trajectory for newly documented 
cases, and the local healthcare systems should be in a position to handle new surges of 
cases. 

Parish	members	involved	in	the	reopening	will	verify	that	they	have	not	experienced	
COVID-19	or	general	influenza	symptoms	for	14	days.	

The	Risk	Management	Committee	will	monitor	the	local	geographical	area	and	report	
to	the	Parish	Council	on	newly	documented	cases.		Furthermore,	the	Risk	Management	
Committee	will	monitor	local	healthcare	systems	making	sure	they	are	in	a	position	to	
handle	new	surges	of	cases.		All	information	will	be	sent	to	the	Parish	Council.	Here	is	
an	example:		
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6 Conditions for Re-opening 

Before churches are re-opened, the diocesan bishop, in collaboration with diocesan and parish 
leadership, should consider the following: 

A. Recommended Preventative Measures which are provided in Appendix A – 
PREVENTATIVE MEASURES. 

See	Appendix	A	–	PREVENTATIVE	MEASURES	for	St.	Paul’s	actions.	

B. Recommended considerations and cautions which are provided in Appendix B – 
CONDITIONS AND CAUTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BEFORE OPENING 
CHURCHES 

See	Appendix	B	–	CONDITIONS	AND	CAUTIONS	TO	BE	CONSIDERED	BEFORE	
OPENING	CHURCHES	for	St.	Paul’s	actions.	

C. Recommended questions to be asked before churches are opened or move to a further 
stage. These are provided in Appendix C – QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE RE-
OPENING . 

See	Appendix	C	–	QUESTIONS	TO	ASK	BEFORE	RE-OPENING	for	St.	Paul’s	actions.	

D. All civil guidelines insist that proper hygiene be maintained, as determined by Federal, 
State, Provincial, and local guidance. Particular attention should be given to CDC 
guidance, such as the guidelines for cleaning church buildings found in Appendix D . 
The US Federal Guidelines are included as Appendix E. 

St.	Paul’s	Parish	Council	will	organize	a	Parish	Clean	Up	Day,	consisting	of	a	limited	
number	of	parishioners,	who	have	verified	they	have	not	experienced	COVID-19	or	
influenza	symptoms	for	14	days,	explicitly	following	the	guidelines	outlined	in	
Appendix	D	–	CENTER	FOR	DISEASE	CONTROL	GUIDELINES.		Parish	Council	will	be	
responsible	for	1)	determining	if	a	professional	cleaning	service	will	be	used,	2)	
purchase	and	continually	stock	cleaning	supplies,	and	3)	purchase	hand	sanitizer	(for	
the	entry,	altar	area,	offices,	restrooms),	sanitizing	wipes,	hand	soap	(restrooms),	and	
a	thermometer.		Parish	Council	will	supervise	and	verify	cleaning	has	been	
accomplished	according	to	guidelines.	
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NOTE:	Specific	guidance	for	conditions	for	St.	Paul’s	to	reopen	is	contained	in	each	of	
the	appendices.		Additional	appendices	have	been	added	to	provide	information	
specific	to	St.	Paul’s.	

7 Pastoral Concern for Vulnerable Populations 

Prior to re-opening, careful assessment regarding the health of the clergy, the faithful, and the 
local community needs to be made. In churches that are able to re-open, priests will need to be 
mindful of, and offer pastoral care to, the members of their communities who are unable to 
come back to services immediately because they belong to one of the vulnerable population 
categories, they are under travel restrictions, or they are sick themselves with the virus. 
Additionally, there may be members who do not yet feel safe returning to Church services and 
legitimately absent themselves. Finally, for the time being, special attention will have to be given 
to families with small children. Because of social distancing guidelines, small children who 
cannot remain close to a parent during services will have to remain home. The following 
restrictions are also to be observed: 

A. Clergy, with the blessing of their bishop, and faithful who do not feel safe leading 
services or attending them may stay home. 

B. Anyone who presently has COVID-19 and has not recovered, or presents symptoms of 
it, must refrain from coming to church. 
 
1. Bishop	Paul	has	issued	the	following	statement	with	regards	to	PPE	or	facemasks:	

“I strongly recommend that everyone attending church for a service still wear 
facemasks.  However, I am not mandating that facemasks be worn if proper social 
distancing can be maintained at a service. Clergy and chanters are the exception. I 
still expect clergy to wear a facemask or clear shield at the distribution of 
communion. In the event the civil directive in your area regarding facemasks is a 
complete mandate with no conditions, then you are to abide by that directive.” 

 
2. We	are	strongly	recommending	that	all	parishioners	entering	St.	Paul’s	Church	

wear	PPE	(either	their	own	or	furnished	by	St.	Paul’s).		Note:	Children	under	the	
age	of	2	will	not	be	expected	to	wear	PPE.	

 
3. Upon	entering	the	church,	parishioners	will	confirm	that	they	have	not	experienced	

COVID-19	or	influenza	symptoms	in	the	last	14	days.		A	thermometer	will	be	
available	for	use,	if	needed.	

 
4. A	Greeter	will	open	the	door	for	each	parishioner	and	remind	them	all	doors	

leading	into	the	Sanctuary	are	open.		The	Greeter	may	wear	gloves.		The	handles	
will	be	cleaned	with	a	sanitizing	wipe	when	the	church	doors	are	locked	at	the	end	
of	the	service.	

 
5. It	is	requested	that	Parish	members	notify	a	member	of	the	Parish	Council	to	

identify	they	are	experiencing	COVID-19	or	general	influenza	symptoms.		Parish	
Council	will	help	the	members	track/monitor	the	14-day	period	of	when	they	can	
return	to	church.	



St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church 
COVID-19 Parish Reopening Plan 

 

6 

C. Anyone who cares for someone who has been diagnosed with, or presents symptoms 
of, COVID-19 must refrain from coming to church. 

Parish	Council	will	track/monitor	those	individuals	who	care	for	someone	who	has	
been	diagnosed	with,	or	presents	symptoms	of,	COVID-19.	

D. If people come to church while presenting symptoms of COVID-19, or if people come 
who live with or care for those who are sick with COVID-19, it will be necessary for the 
church to be sanitized, and those who were present must quarantine for a minimum of 
14 days before returning to church. 

Parish	Council	will	maintain	a	list	of	individuals	and	their	quarantine	date,	who	have	
symptoms	of	COVID-19,	or	who	are	in	contact	with	individuals	with	COVID-19.		The	
information	will	be	used	to	help	monitor	accessibility	to	services	and	to	provide	prayer	
or	support	for	those	affected.	

E. Additionally, the elderly and those with pre-existing and underlying conditions as defined 
by civil government are to refrain from coming to church. Clergy within this group must 
seek the blessing of their diocesan bishop to attend and serve, if they so desire. 

The	State	of	Ohio’s	guidance	on	the	elderly	people	and	those	who	are	vulnerable	as	a	
result	of	illness	should	take	additional	precautions.		People	at	high	risk	of	severe	illness	
from	COVID-19,	including	elderly	people	and	those	who	are	sick,	are	encouraged	to	
stay	in	their	residence	to	the	extent	possible	except	as	necessary	to	seek	medical	care.	

F. Healthcare professionals and other necessary workers who may be exposed to 
populations who have the virus must seek a blessing from their diocesan bishop 
concerning the possibility of serving or attending church. 

Parish	Council	will	maintain	a	list	of	members	of	the	Parish	who	are	healthcare	
professionals,	first	responders	or	other	workers	and	contact	the	Diocesan	Office	for	a	
blessing	to	attend	church.	

G. In all of the above circumstances, priests should find safe ways to offer pastoral care, 
and seek to provide opportunities for the faithful to visit the churches in order to light a 
candle and pray, providing social distancing is observed and necessary cleaning takes 
place. 

St.	Paul’s	will	continue	to	offer	live	streaming	of	all	Sunday	Divine	Liturgies	and	other	
services,	when	possible.		Parish	Council	is	responsible	for	determining	the	number	of	
parishioners	allowed	to	attend	services	(complying	with	safe	distance	guidelines	and	
abiding	by	the	State	of	Ohio’s	limit	of	people	allowed	to	attend	social	gatherings).	

Only	during	the	initial	phases/stages	of	opening	of	the	church,	young	children	who	are	
not	able	to	practice	social	distancing	while	at	church	will	be	asked	not	to	attend.		
Diocesan	guidance	mandates	if	social	distancing	can’t	be	maintained,	the	Priest	has	
the	authority	to	stop	the	service.	

St.	Paul’s	recognizes	the	State	of	Ohio’s	policy	on	travel	restrictions.		Individuals	
entering	the	State	of	Ohio	with	the	intent	to	stay	are	asked	to	self-quarantine	for	14	
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days.		Parishioners	that	live	out	of	state	will	not	be	affective	by	these	travel	restrictions	
if	they	are	only	coming	to	attend	liturgy	and	returning	home.	The	Risk	Management	
Committee	will	monitor	travel	restriction	guidelines.	

H. We	are	strongly	recommending	that	all	parishioners	entering	St.	Paul’s	Church	wear	PPE	
(either	their	own	or	furnished	by	St.	Paul’s)	with	the	exception	of	Chanter(s)	and	serving	
ordained	clergy.		Note:	Children	under	the	age	of	2	will	not	be	expected	to	wear	PPE.	

I. Communion:		The	process	of	communion	will	be	conducted	in	a	way	to	provide	a	safe	
means	of	distributing	the	elements	to	parishioners.		The	Priest	will	manage	this	process	
and	adapt	it	as	necessary	for	the	stage	that	the	Parish	is	in.		Communion	lines	should	
maintain	a	6	feet	spacing.		Distribution	of	antidoron	(blessed	bread)	will	be	given	by	an	
adult	Altar	Server	wearing	proper	gloves.		

J. Baptism,	Chrismations,	Weddings,	and	Funerals:		All	of	these	can	be	done,	following	
attendance	guidelines	of	the	Diocese	and	the	State	of	Ohio.	In	the	case	of	funerals,	the	
priest	also	needs	to	cooperate	with	the	expectations	of	the	funeral	home/cemetery.		
Receptions	can	be	done	at	a	later	time.	The	same	would	apply	with	weddings.		Special	
consideration	needs	to	be	given	at	baptisms	and	weddings	where	social	distancing	cannot	
be	maintained	during	parts	of	the	service.	

K. Confession:		Confessions	can	continue	either	through	video	conferencing	or	phone.	It	may	
also	be	done	person	to	person	by	maintaining	social	distancing,	and	both	the	priest	and	
the	one	who	confesses	wearing	a	facemask.		Absolution	can	be	given	via	video	
conferencing	or	phone	(if	it	is	not	feasible	to	get	to	church)	and	in	person.	

L. Church	School	and	Coffee	Hour:		Both	can	take	place	via	video	conferencing	only.	

8 Monasteries 

Monasteries are to refrain from their traditional ministry of hospitality at this present time. 

This	section	does	not	apply	to	St.	Paul’s.	

9 Civil Directives 

We must continue to adhere to the civil guidelines, beginning with those from the federal 
government, especially the most recent, “Opening Up America Again” in the United States, and 
then the particular and localized guidelines from the civil authorities, recognizing that there is 
diversity state to state, county to county, and municipality to municipality. While many civil 
authorities have been leery of imposing the civil decrees on Churches out of consideration of 
the principle of “separation of Church and state,” they expect Church communities to respond in 
a way that is consonant with the public welfare. The Holy Synod intends to follow the spirit in 
which these decrees are given. 

The	Risk	Management	Committee	will	be	responsible	for	monitoring	all	Federal,	State	of	Ohio,	
and	CDC	policies	and	guidance	on	COVID-19,	reporting	changes/updates	to	the	Parish	
Council.		Parish	Council	will	be	responsible	for	communicating	with	the	Diocese	of	the	
Midwest	any	changes	affecting	St.	Paul’s	Church.	
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Appendix A – PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 

In order remain vigilant in all ways, the churches should strictly maintain the following 
preventative measures: 

1. Members of the Church should become familiar with the symptoms of the novel 
coronavirus, COVID-19 (fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, 
repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or 
smell), and, if these symptoms present themselves, both seek medical help immediately 
and self-isolate. 

St.	Paul’s	Parish	Council	will	email/mail	CDC	information	to	Parish	members.		This	
information	will	also	be	at	the	entrance	to	the	church.		Note:	According	to	the	State	of	
Ohio,	a	fever	is	a	temperature	above	100.4	degrees	Fahrenheit.	

2. In terms of preventing the spread of this virus, the best advice is to follow CDC 
directives, which currently include: wash hands thoroughly and frequently, cover your 
coughs and sneezes, avoid sharing personal items, wear a mask, and maintain a social 
distance of six feet. 

St.	Paul’s	Parish	Council	will	email/mail	CDC	information	to	Parish	members.		This	
information	will	also	be	at	the	entrance	to	the	church.	

3. Churches must have hand sanitizer readily available at entrances, outside elevators, and 
other points of ingress.  They should be sure that restrooms are properly stocked with 
soap, and sanitized frequently, recorded with an accompanying log sheet. 

Parish	Council	will	identify	a	team	to	make	sure	hand	sanitizers	are	placed	at	the	
entrance	to	the	church,	offices	and	restrooms,	and	will	ensure	restrooms	are	properly	
stocked	with	soap,	and	sanitized	at	the	end	of	the	service.		A	log	sheet	will	be	placed	in	
each	restroom	and	the	cleaning	will	be	recorded.	

4. Everyone except clergy and singers must wear facemasks in accord with civil directives 
(clergy may wear plastic face shields at the distribution of communion). 

Bishop	Paul	has	issued	the	following	statement	with	regards	to	PPE	or	facemasks:	

“I strongly recommend that everyone attending church for a service still wear 
facemasks.  However, I am not mandating that facemasks be worn if proper social 
distancing can be maintained at a service. Clergy and chanters are the exception. I still 
expect clergy to wear a facemask or clear shield at the distribution of communion. In the 
event the civil directive in your area regarding facemasks is a complete mandate with no 
conditions, then you are to abide by that directive.” 

We	are	strongly	recommending	that	all	parishioners	entering	St.	Paul’s	Church	wear	
PPE	(either	their	own	or	furnished	by	St.	Paul’s).		Note:	Children	under	the	age	of	2	will	
not	be	expected	to	wear	PPE.		If	parishioners	do	not	have	PPE,	then	one	will	be	
furnished	by	St.	Paul’s.	

The	Greeter	will	open	the	doors	to	the	Narthex	and	remind	parishioners	that	the	doors	
to	the	Sanctuary	are	open).		Those	entering	the	church	will	confirm	that	they	do	
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not/have	not	had	COVID-19	or	influenza	symptoms.		A	thermometer	will	be	available	
for	use,	if	needed.			

5. Churches must be cleaned routinely between, especially objects that are routinely 
touched, like door handles, or furniture. Doors should be propped open so that door 
knobs or handles do not need to be used. It might, in fact, be more practical to have a 
designated person, an usher or greeter with gloves minding the door. 

A	Parish	Clean	Up	Day	will	be	accomplished	prior	to	Phase	2	Stage	4.	The	church	will	
be	thoroughly	cleaned	after	each	service.		Doors	leading	into	the	Sanctuary,	the	offices,	
and	fellowship	hall	will	be	open.		Parishioners	will	not	be	allowed	to	sit	in	the	
fellowship	hall,	or	classrooms.		The	kitchen	will	be	off-limits.		All	doors,	with	the	
exception	of	the	main	entrance,	will	be	locked.		Greeters	will	open	the	doors	to	the	
church	for	each	parishioner	attending	the	service.		The	handles	will	be	cleaned	at	the	
end	of	each	service.	

6. Icons, the blessing cross, and other sacred vessels should be venerated without 
physical contact. 

7. When giving blessings, bishops and priests should not offer their hands to be kissed. 

8. No service books should be distributed or left out for common use. 

All	service	books	will	be	collected,	cleaned,	stored,	and	not	available	to	the	attending	
parishioners.	

9. Unless zapivka can be offered in a safe, individual manner, it should not be offered. 

Zapivka	will	not	be	offered	until	further	notice.	

10. Unless antidoron can be presented in a safe, individual manner, it should not be 
distributed. 

Distribution	of	antidoron	(blessed	bread)	will	be	given	by	an	adult	Altar	Server	
wearing	proper	gloves.		

11. Priests should modify their censing patterns and processions to limit exposure, or wear a 
mask during censing and processions in the Church building. 
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Appendix B – CONDITIONS AND CAUTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
BEFORE OPENING CHURCHES 

Before churches are re-opened, the diocesan bishop, in collaboration with diocesan and parish 
leadership, should consider the following conditions and cautions: 

1. Opening can only be done after a thorough cleaning of the church building. 

St.	Paul’s	Parish	Council	will	organize	a	Parish	Clean	Up	Day,	consisting	of	a	limited	
number	of	parishioners,	who	have	verified	they	have	not	experienced	COVID-19	or	
influenza	symptoms	for	14	days,	explicitly	following	the	guidelines	outlined	in	
Appendix	D	–	CENTER	FOR	DISEASE	CONTROL	GUIDELINES.		Parish	Council	will	be	
responsible	for	1)	determining	if	a	professional	cleaning	service	will	be	used,	2)	
purchasing	and	continually	stocking	cleaning	supplies,	and	3)	purchasing	hand	
sanitizer	(for	the	entry,	altar	area,	offices,	restrooms),	sanitizing	wipes,	hand	soap	
(restrooms),	and	thermometer.		Parish	Council	will	supervise	and	verify	cleaning	has	
been	accomplished	according	to	guidelines.	

2. Ways should be found for everyone in the parish community to come to church for a 
service on a rotating basis, or at least to visit the church in order to pray and perhaps 
receive the reserved sacrament.   

Services	will	follow	the	guidelines	in	Paragraph	4,	Stages	for	Opening	the	Churches.	

Full	services	will	be	established	incrementally.		Attendance	will	follow	the	State	of	Ohio	
guidelines	for	public	gathering.		Until	further	notice,	those	allowed	to	attend	will	be	
based	on	their	last	name.		Families	will	be	kept	together	in	the	same	group,	regardless	
of	variations	in	last	names.		We	must	comply	with	the	State	of	Ohio	and	CDC	guidelines	
for	public	gatherings.	

 

Month	1	 Month	2	 Month	3	
1st	Sunday	–	Group	1	 1st	Sunday	–	Group	5	 1st	Sunday	–	Group	2	
2nd	Sunday	–	Group	2	 2nd	Sunday	–	Group	6	 2nd	Sunday	–	Group	3	
3rd	Sunday	–	Group	3	 3rd	Sunday	–	Group	7	 3rd	Sunday	–	Group	4	
4th	Sunday	–	Group	4	 4th	Sunday	–	Group	1	 4th	Sunday	–	Group	5	
Rotation	will	continue	in	this	format	to	facilitate	making	Sunday	services	available	
to	all	parishioners.	

Note:	This	is	notional	depending	on	the	amount	of	people	who	will	be	allowed	to	
attend.		The	final	breakdown	will	be	based	on	our	current	membership	roster	to	
provide	equally	numbered	groupings.	

3. Methods of calculating how many people can safely be in church, and then identifying 
where people can be six feet away from each other, or other family groupings, should be 
found. In order to do this, parishes may have to measure the square footage of the 
church, and calculate how many people can fit into that space, while remaining socially 
distanced. This will only give a rough estimate since other factors will need to be 
considered, such as families living together that may stand or sit more closely than those 
who do not. 
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The	number	of	seating	locations	in	a	pew	will	not	exceed	two	(refer	to	Appendix	G-
SPACE	ANALYSIS).		The	number	of	positions	available	will	be	staggered	from	row	to	
row	to	allow	for	social	distance	spacing.		The	open	areas	in	the	back	of	the	Sanctuary	
will	be	cleared	to	accommodate	standing	room,	as	long	as	social	distance	spacing	can	
be	obtained.		During	the	initial	phases/stages	of	opening	of	the	church,	young	children	
who	are	under	ten	years	old	and	not	able	to	practice	social	distancing	while	at	church	
will	be	asked	not	to	attend.	

4. The best system for determining how people are to come in for services in limited 
numbers should be found. Precise records of who comes on which day will have to be 
kept so that those who attended can be contacted if necessary. Using online forms, or 
having one of the faithful sign them in, for example, could be employed.  

Those attending will have to be told the following: 

A. Where they can enter the church 

Entry	into	St.	Paul’s	will	only	be	through	the	main	doors.		The	door	by	the	
kitchen	and	the	patio	doors	will	remain	locked	and	will	not	be	opened.	

B. Where they can hang their coats and place any personal belongings. 

The	coat	room	will	be	blocked	and	no	one	will	be	permitted	to	enter.		
Coats/personal	belongings	will	be	kept	with	each	person.	

C. Where they must sanitize or wash their hands. 

Hand	sanitizer	will	be	available	upon	entry	into	the	church	(by	the	front	doors);	
Fr.	Gregory’s	office;	the	Admin	office;	and	the	water	fountain	area.		The	
restrooms	will	remain	open.		However,	the	library,	kitchen,	fellowship	hall	
(except	for	a	path	to	the	men’s	restroom),	and	classrooms	will	be	closed.	Parish	
Council	is	responsible	for	the	supply	of	hand	sanitizer	and	hand	soap.	

D. That their Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) will be inspected. 

Bishop	Paul	has	issued	the	following	statement	with	regards	to	Personal	
Protective	Equipment	(PPE)	or	facemasks:	

“I strongly recommend that everyone attending church for a service still wear 
facemasks.  However, I am not mandating that facemasks be worn if proper 
social distancing can be maintained at a service. Clergy and chanters are the 
exception. I still expect clergy to wear a facemask or clear shield at the 
distribution of communion. In the event the civil directive in your area regarding 
facemasks is a complete mandate with no conditions, then you are to abide by 
that directive.” 

We	are	strongly	recommending	that	all	parishioners	entering	St.	Paul’s	Church	
wear	PPE	(either	their	own	or	furnished	by	St.	Paul’s).		Note:	Children	under	
the	age	of	2	will	not	be	expected	to	wear	PPE.		If	parishioners	do	not	have	PPE,	
then	one	will	be	furnished	by	St.	Paul’s.	
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A	Greeter	will	open	the	doors	to	the	Narthex	and	remind	parishioners	that	the	
doors	to	the	Sanctuary	are	open).		Those	entering	the	church	will	confirm	that	
they	do	not/have	not	had	COVID-19	or	influenza	symptoms.		A	thermometer	
will	be	available	for	use,	if	needed.	

E. An individual may be designated to light candles for people 

Candles	will	already	be	placed	in	front	by	the	altar.		There	will	be	a	
Greeter/Usher	available	to	light	candles	in	the	Narthex,	if	requested.	

F. That an usher will lead them to a designated place 

An	individual(s)	will	be	designated	as	Usher(s)	to	seat	parishioners	and	to	
make	sure	the	minimal	distance	is	adhered	to.		Families	may	sit	together	
regardless	of	minimal	distances.		Note:	Anyone	who	does	not	abide	by	the	social	
distancing	norm	will	be	asked	to	leave	the	church	(or	the	priest	may	stop	the	
service	to	enforce	the	distancing	norm	if	it	is	not	being	kept).	

G. That masks will be available to them (parishes are strongly encouraged to have 
supply of masks readily available). 

Parish	Council	will	purchase	a	large	quantity	of	masks.		Greeters	will	make	
facemasks	available,	if	requested.		Note:	Parishioners	may	also	make	masks	
and	donate	them	to	the	Parish	for	use.	

5. For the purposes of screening people as they come in, churches will need an usher or a 
doorkeeper, who can ensure that the faithful are following the directives of the Church. 

We	are	strongly	recommending	that	all	parishioners	entering	St.	Paul’s	Church	wear	
PPE	(either	their	own	or	furnished	by	St.	Paul’s).		Note:	Children	under	the	age	of	2	will	
not	be	expected	to	wear	PPE.		If	parishioners	do	not	have	PPE,	then	one	will	be	
furnished	by	St.	Paul’s.	

A	Greeter	will	open	the	doors	to	the	Narthex	and	remind	parishioners	that	the	doors	to	
the	Sanctuary	are	open).		Those	entering	the	church	will	confirm	that	they	do	
not/have	not	had	COVID-19	or	influenza	symptoms.		A	thermometer	will	be	available	
for	use,	if	needed.	

6. In certain places, temperature checks at the door might be necessary. 

A	thermometer	will	be	available	to	take	temperatures,	if	needed.	

7. The number of people in altar must be limited; the placement of singers and choir need 
to match social distancing requirements. Since those reading loudly or singing may be 
sources of the virus through the projection of their voices, all choirs should be moved to 
the optimal location to keep such possibility to a minimum (for example, moving the 
choirs to the front of the nave). 



St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church 
COVID-19 Parish Reopening Plan 

 

13 

Based	on	the	Phase/Stage	St.	Paul’s	is	in,	a	determination	will	be	made	on	the	number	
of	Altar	Servers.		Initially,	one	adult	Altar	Server	will	be	assigned.		More	Altar	Servers	
will	be	added	as	directed	by	Fr.	Gregory.	

For	the	foreseeable	future	we	shall	keep	the	number	of	singers	at	a	minimum	(two	to	
four	at	most).		Fr.	Gregory	will	determine	the	placement	of	the	choir	based	on	the	
current	Phase/Stage	and	guidance	received	from	the	Diocese,	Federal,	and	the	State	of	
Ohio.		St.	Paul’s	is	aware	that	singing,	more	than	talking,	aerosolizes	respiratory	
droplets,	and	will	monitor	what	the	best	practices	are	to	minimize	risk.	

8. Signs should be posted on the front door of the church explaining the directives and 
stating the assumed risk of those entering by age and preconditions. 

Signs	will	be	posted	explaining	the	directives	and	stating	participants	assume	risk	by	
entering	the	church	(see	Appendix	F	–	SIGNAGE).	

9. Consideration of “at-risk” groups must be taken into account. 

Guidelines	established	by	the	State	of	Ohio	and	the	Federal	Government	will	be	used	to	
determine	who	is	allowed	in	the	church.	
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Appendix C – QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE RE-OPENING 

Prior to addressing any of these questions, each church (parish, institutions, mission, mission 
station, or chapel) needs to understand and follow strictly the directives from the Holy Synod 
and the Diocesan Bishop, and the civil decrees. Churches should be sure that they have the 
express blessing, which is given directly to the church or from a diocesan-wide blessing, from 
their Diocesan Bishop to re-open, and at what stage they can be re-opened. 

Questions to be asked before Churches are re-opened: 

1. Do the civil directives allow for re-opening? 

2. Is the priest a member of the vulnerable population as defined by the civil authorities (is 
he over 65? Does he have pre-existing medical conditions?)? Does he have a wife or 
household member who works in healthcare who is in contact with COVID-19 patients? 

3. Has the church building been thoroughly cleaned? Is a plan in place for the regular 
cleaning of the church after each service? 

4. Does the church have a plan to accommodate faithful in the church building that meets 
the requirements for social distancing? Does the choir have such a plan? 

5. Does the church have necessary equipment for re-opening (hand sanitizer, cleaning 
supplies, PPE)? 

6. Does the church have the necessary personnel trained to assist in the services (an 
usher, or a greeter, for example)? 

7. Does the church have a plan to make sure all members of the congregation who are 
able may come to services? 

8. Is a plan, blessed by the bishop, in place for the distribution of communion? 
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Appendix D – CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL GUIDELINES 
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Appendix E – US FEDERAL GUIDELINES 
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Appendix F – SIGNAGE 
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Appendix G – SPACE ANALYSIS 
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Appendix H – REOPENING TASK LIST 
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